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Abstract 

In this age of artificial intelligence and digitalisation of even human emotions in the shape and 

form of emoticons, what is the current reality and the future of Literature? The fate that will 

befall cultural and literary endeavours in an age which thrives on cyber connects is worthy of 

exploration. The post Millennials is a generation of young adults that seem short of time, 

patience, reflective ability and sustained and consistent attention to a single theme and idea- all 

the essentials that are required for literature. As the boundaries between cyberspace and reality 

become increasingly blurred and disparate, questions of language, culture and personal identity 

are assuming critical dimensions. With the Post- Millennial generation coming of age, there is 

now an entire generation which has grown up in the digital age. The effects and impact of 

growing up in the new millennium or the ‘digital age’ are clear for all to see. Numerous studies 

of Post- Millennials are being undertaken to trace the impact of digitalisation on how they 

interact with the world and how the latest crop of humanity is different from the generations 

before them merely by virtue of having grown up in a world where the dynamics of everyday 

living have transformed drastically, pervasively and immutably by the advent of digital 

technology. The studies focus on socialisation, impact on marketing and buying patterns etc. A 

vital impact is the immense impact digitalisation has on the creativity and ability to appreciate, 

create and endorse the finer aspects of language and literature. This paper aims to shine a 

spotlight on how imagination and creativity is being shaped by digitalisation and how the impact 

of hitherto unimagined ways of learning and doing are changing the very foundations of learning 

and literature. 
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Post Millennials refer to people born after 1996, who have grown up in an age of smart phones.  

Post Millennials have witnessed a world where technology is dominant and ‘always on’. Their 

social conditioning, cultural grounding, analytical ability and perceived reality is very different 

from the generations preceding them such as the Baby Boomers , Generations X and Y. Post 

Millennials can also be taken to represent the Generation Z. The other names for the generations 

include iGen, Founders, Centennials and many more. (Dorsey, 2016)
i
 

Millennials are widely considered a flighty, rootless generation, with fingers constantly scrolling 

down screens and minds in a state of constant agitation, but this popularly conceived image can 

be misleading. Post Millennials are among the most highly educated and widely informed 

people, with more awareness and ability to cope with and selectively assimilate huge doses of 

data and information. They are perhaps, the smartest generation to walk the earth, albeit with 

different sensibilities, values and reference points than the generations preceding them. This 

generation is reeling under the burden of student loans, undertaken to enable higher academic 

pursuits and are less likely to be encumbered by home or auto loans than their parents or 

grandparents. (Claveria, 2017
ii
) Having grown up at a time of the Great recession, this generation 

is more accustomed to budgeting and resource allocation and tend to move across cities less and 

stay longer with their parents to avoid extra cost as they have to pay off enormous student loans. 

Since the post Millennials now form the most sizeable chunk of the workforce, their buying 

patterns, choices and financial behaviour have been studied with avid interest by multiple 

agencies.   

There are conflicting ideas of what constitutes the Millennial and post-Millennial generation. For 

the purposes of this paper, the definition of the Pew Research Centre holds constant. According 

to the Pew Research Centre
iii

, Millennials means the generation born between the years 1981 and 

1996, and who are currently aged 22-37 in 2018. They came of age during the Internet revolution 

and their lives, views, thoughts, opinions, tastes and outlook have been shaped by this crucial 

factor.  

The popular perception is that this generation has short attention spans, dependence on 

technology that borders on addiction, ability to understand and almost instinctively assimilate 

technology and developments related to it amongst a host of other traits that demarcate this 

cohort as being quite distinct from other generational cohorts. However, the situation on the 
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ground appears to be different as has been evidenced by many studies (Dorsey 2016)
iv

 that opine 

that there are many more aspects of intergenerational kinetics at work than what meets the eye.  

When George Bernard Shaw (O’Donavan, 1965)
v
, with his usual taciturnity mused, “The mind is 

too delicate and precise an instrument to be cluttered up with things that can best be written 

down’, he perhaps had not the slightest idea that in the 21 century, not only would the mind no 

longer be the receptacle of memory, but the very dynamics of writing and learning would change 

dramatically. There would be memory, but not homogenous and individual as Shaw knew it. 

Memory would become generalised, digital and endemic and its prodigious growth would make 

even writing almost redundant. Shaw could not have imagined that his scholarly advice would 

one day transmute into typing on a digital platform and storage in the memory of the computer, 

and accessible and communicable throughout the extremities of the world as we know it. Digital 

platforms were not what Shaw meant when he tendered his sagacious pearl of wisdom, but is a 

nevertheless a perfect manifestation of Shaw’s idea which has now become a global reality.  

The globe has shrunk like never before, and the stage was set for a bigger revolution after the 

world got electronically connected and realised the concept given by we are all part of the 

‘Global Village’, as Marshall McLuhan
vi

 famously summarised it in the 1960’s, even before the 

digital revolution. The journey to the digital age has been mindboggling, swift and remarkable, 

with innovation following invention with rapid, even alarming succession. Yesterday’s bleeding 

edge becomes redundant with confusing rapidity as the world races to create technological 

innovations that are bigger, better, shinier, edgier and more feature laden than the tallest 

expectations.  

Now any individual can transcend the barriers of distance, time and space and access the exact 

information and experience he seeks, with speed, minimal expense and effort.  However, this 

corporatisation and universalisation of information, audio-visual data and immersive experiences 

have involved progressions that have been long and arduous.  The beginnings were innocuous 

enough, with the earliest man giving expression to his thoughts by scribbling and making 

pictures on the walls and roofs of the caves in which he lived. As an intelligent creature, human 

beings have always been aware of their surroundings and these earliest expressions of his innate 

observation and awareness is manifested in the cave drawings from the earliest stages of human 

evolution found at different places across the globe. Thus, did the long journey of human 
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scholarship begin with the momentous step of a simple scribble, depicting a simple object which 

man observed in his immediate vicinity?  

The recording of his perception which began with a scribble or visual tool, soon acquired new 

meanings, with the evolution of language and corresponding increase in the forms and tools of 

communication which he now had. Soon languages evolved in various regions, according to the 

social, demographic, climatic etc needs of the people. The leap from these early beginnings to 

development of his audio visual and sensory perceptions was accompanied or perhaps fuelled by 

evolutionary development across multiple platforms. Language, society, ways of living, political 

institutions and economic beginnings rapidly fuelled the march of education to the stage where 

knowledge became a prized resource which was used as an important tool for creating 

hegemonies. Information was scarce and its availability was tightly monitored by gatekeepers 

(gate-keeping concept in media). This is the age when literature evolved and developed in 

different forms such as poetry, drama, prose, epic tales, personal narratives, stories, folk stories, 

scriptures, biography, satire, philosophical dialogues, essays, legends and myths (Joshua, 2010
vii

) 

among others and provided humanity with a ways and means to expressing the universality of 

emotions and the human experience.  

The development of literature was also a very necessary and vital evolution that has enabled the 

chronicling of the human experience throughout time.  

In the midst of their conflicted financial reality which has been the thrust of numerous studies, 

post millennials locus standi in terms of literature and their response to it has been less explored. 

Contrary to perceptions, the millennials do not seem to have an overriding propensity to study 

technology. Only a slightly higher proportion of post millennials as compared to Gen X or Baby 

boomers are opting for technological fields such as Biomedical, Information technology or 

Computer sciences. The rest prefer to major in business (21.7%), social science and history 

(10.5%), health professionals (7.5%) and visual and performing arts (5.6%). (Buckley, 

Viechnicki, 2016)
viii

 

So how do these variables impact the interrelationship between post Millennials and literature, 

art and creativity. An article by Neil Howe, historian, economist and leading demographer who 

coined the oft used ‘Millennial generation’ and has several best selling inter generational trend 

books such as generations, The Fourth turning, Millennials Rising etc to his credit, presents an 

extremely optimistic picture, based on research by the Pew Center among others. Post 
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Millennials are much more avid readers than the generations preceding them and have the ability 

to scan, assimilate and absorb information and date selectively, which can potentially provide 

them with a much wider reading reference base than ever before. The publishing industry need 

not panic, because inspite of their preference for screens for pretty about everything, post 

millennials still prefer to read print books. Since 2014, the print and publishing industry has 

shown a distinct revival and as of now, the twin advantages of lower price points and portability 

have not been enough to sway young readers from print books towards digital versions.   

Examples of eternal literary gems that have been the benchmark for ages and have stood the test 

of time and continue to be the eternal classics abound. Writers from the ancient past excelled at 

exposition, and their language was rich, emblematic and expository, with an overwhelming 

infusion of philosophy and profound and well thought out and well fleshed conceptual 

frameworks. Right from the standard setting standard works that have impacted and influenced 

literary trends for many centuries such as The Illiad and The Odyssey to the Indian epics such as 

Ramayana and Mahabharata to the Sanskrit classics such as Meghdutam, Mricchkatikam to 

French writings that have emerged from the illustrious pens of Voltaire and Rousseau to the 

English language greats such as Francis Bacon, Shakespeare and Jane Austen et al. Long gone 

are the days when these gems of literature that have been lighting up the world for many 

centuries were composed and released to  adoring audiences. The scenario is very different 

now… 

Growing up in a scenario, where information is free, easily accessible and literally at one’s 

fingertips have had multiple repercussions. On one hand, Millennials are reading more than ever 

and focus more on presentation and design than previous generations, on the other hand, many 

have passed through college, without actually leafing through a single book. In college recently, 

a girl revealed that she had really enjoyed a recent copy-writing class she attended for a week, 

but failed to name a favourite author as she confessed to never having read any book. The 

conversation lead to a natural musing- how can one write if one has never read? 

The newest generation on the block- Post Millennials, are inundated with information, but are 

woefully short of time, as there are never before pressing demands on their time and energies 

which no other generation had to contend with- social media and the demanding cyber world 

where everything is relentlessly 24x7. New forms of reading and creating literature have 

emerged consequently which rely heavily on technology. The transitional stage of the post 
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millennial generation is clearly evident in the trends of literature in this new millennium. 

Literature that is being produced now tends to be short, intense, and topical, with minimal 

elaboration and a limited number of people as both the writers and their audiences recognise that 

time is at a premium. Gone are the days of long winded descriptions and elaborate narrations 

when there was a complex and extended build-up of the mood and the story. The long winded 

descriptions and wordy passages are a thing of the past as it is irrefutable that in today’s day and 

age when time is at a premium as is patience, a book stretching into more than a hundred pages is 

in itself an unprepossessing preposition
ix

. The sentence formation in today’s literature, 

construction of the thought, its communication- all have undergone a great change from the past.  

New trends in literature now rule the roost. A case in point is the runaway surprise bestseller by 

emerging Indo-Canadian poet Rupi Kaur- Milk and Honey. Her debut anthology of short pithy 

poems that explored a gamut of emotions and experiences of violence, survival, nationality, 

identity, gender, race, religion, relationships, love and heartache et al, shocked the world by 

staying at the top slot in the New York Times bestseller list for at least 41 weeks n a row in 2015. 

Kaur’s poetry struck a resonant chord with people, especially women and the marginalised all 

over the world.
x
 The poems were easy to read, extremely short and concise and used universal 

metaphors and themes which chronicled the poetess’s own experiences as a young girl struggling 

with the various issues that confront almost all young people across the globe. There was graphic 

language used, pain and raw emotions were simply packaged or left entirely uncovered to the 

gaze of the reader and complicated feeling and emotions were communicated with disarming 

honesty and simplicity. This new literary phenomenon created records for the publishing 

industry which seem fantastic by any standards. Not only is the slim volume already translated in 

more than 25 languages, but it has become a recognised literary benchmark and metaphor, 

sparking an avalanche of similar writings, in the real and virtual world.   

Rupi Kaur has become representative of this latest literary trend which caters exclusively to the 

audience of today, reared on a diet of cyber and digital offerings. The disconnect that seemed 

imminent at one stage a few years ago, and which was feared by the publishing industry seems to 

have been bridged for now. The distance between readers and creators of literature, with their 

problems of time, patience, constant stimulation are being addressed by the mushrooming of 

newer communication and literary techniques.  
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Graphic novels, with visual appeal and minimal text are another trend, as are super specialised 

podcasts. No one has the time to spend endless hours on first reading and then digesting the 

book, so the cognitive manifestations of technology are being employed to get the message 

across. A literary revolution or a new paradigm seems to be evolving that promises to usher in a 

new literary era which accommodates the constraints, demands and unique opportunities that are 

the familiar terrain in which post Millennials operate. One fact remains still relevant and 

reassuring amidst this hectic activity and ever changing technological landscape and this is that 

human beings, post Millennials included, continue to be enchanted, engaged and enthralled by 

literature and there seems no danger of literature being swamped by other forces in the 

immediate offing. The world is seeing new faces and facets of literature, but it seems safe to say 

that this process of evolution will keep pace with the frantic pace of technology and continue to 

create new literary paradigms for all times to come… 
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