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*Dr. Prashant Gaurav,Assistant Professor in History, Post Graduate Govt. College,
Sector 46, Chandigarh.

Brahmavaivarta Purana is one of the 18 important Puranas’. At the beginning, historians
might have used this Purana for scholastic purposes but scholars like B.N.S. Yadav", Ram Sharan
Sharma™ and others" have enhanced its historical significance by making use of it. A study of this
Purana gives us an idea about the social, political and cultural aspects of Mithila and Bengal. We
find the discussion of this purana in the Vrihatsamhita and accounts of HiuenTsang. There are
descriptions of temples, Radha Krishan story, lemons, oranges and weavers in it. On the basis of
all these historical evidences, it can be said that this Purana was written in about 13 Century AD
and we are able to know about the matters that happened in between 6" Century AD and 13"

Century AD".

The escapade of people from Mithila and Bengal to different places has been mentioned in
many of the Puranas. People from Odisha, Assam, Bihar and Northern India started settling down
in Mithila and Bengal region. Even many people from Karnataka and other Southern parts of
India put up in these areas, resulting in a new social situation. Purana terms this as social crisis.
Because of hybridization there was a sudden upsurge of new castes. This was called Kaliyug by
the Puranas. Kali is known to be the violation of societal norms or the orchestration of symptoms
there of. In other terms, kali also implies the reign of lower caste communities or non-brahminical
outside rulers”. Focusing on the main characteristics of Kaliyug", Ram Sharan Sharma states,
“Hybridization, enmity between Brahmins and Shudras, refusal of Vaishyas to pay taxes and
conduct the Yajnas, the people bogged down by taxation, robbery, insecurity of family and
property, the importance of materialism over religious rituals and dominance of atheist kings

s5Viii

(malechh), together intensified the social disorder” .

Likewise, highlighting the significance of Kaliyugix, Ramendra Nath Nandi writes, “Decline
of urban civilization, promotion of village based operation systems, the rigidities of caste system,
the classification of society into many castes and sub-castes, the increase in the number of hybrids,
the humiliation of artistes engaged in useful and necessary art forms by declaring them polluted
and untouchable, the migration of a large section of city dwelling Brahmins to villages, social and

political insecurity and political anarchy, spread of temple-centred worships and ritual based
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religions, launching of Bhakti Movement etc are found in this age”. All these characteristics are
directly or indirectly prevalent during the age of Brahmavaivarta Purana. In this Purana, the
religious importance of rivers, the increase in the importance of new Gods over the old Gods,
familial quarrels, social tensions, fall of cities, escapades, the Pyramidcal existence of greater and

smaller kings are described.

In Kaliyug, Saraswati having been cursed by Ganga flowed on this land Bharat and came to
be known as Bharati because of this very Bharat. Being the consort of Brahma she was famous as
Brahmni and being the Deity of Knowledge (Saraswati) came to be known as Vani. Vishnu was
seen to be lying amidst the streams of ocean, though he pervades all round the universe. Having
been associated with Sarovar (Pond) or Jalasrot (fountain of water) the consort of Vishnu also
gained popularity as Saraswati. Flowing as a river, it became a place of pilgrimage"i.
Subsequently, having been cursed by Saraswati, Ganga came down to earth with the help of
Bhagirath and thus was known as Bhagirathi. Being afraid of not tolerating the speed of Ganga
mother earth requested Shiva (Bibhu) who sheltered Ganga on his head in his matted hair. Padma
(Laxmi) was also cursed by Saraswati, and was known as the river Padmavati. The same Padma
appeared as daughter of Dharmadhvaj and was named as Tulsi. Being cursed by the God and

xii

Saraswati she turned into a plant™.

On the completion of 5000 years of Kaliyug, the existence of Ganga, Saraswati and
Bhagirathi ceased. All the places of pilgrimage except Kashi and Vrindavan disappeared’dﬁ.
Vaishnavites, puranas, conches, rituals came to an end. Holy people, truth, religion, Vedas, village,
vratos, tapasyas (meditation) vanished and people became leftists, atheistic, looters, liars and
envious. Vishnu was being worshipped without the accompaniment of Tulsi. People forgot
ekadasivrats™", lost religious values and avoided the discussion of God (Hari). Men became dupes,
cruel, arrogant, looters and violent. There were no differences between the rights and freedoms
relating to men and women. Marital relations collapsed. Justice was denied to the deserving
people. There was no difference between one’s own husband and paramour. There was no
security of one’s own property”’. All men were hen-pecked. The women were quarrelsome
(Punschali) and promiscuous-always made fun of their husbands. The housewife was the head of
the family and husband was just like a servant. Other female insiders like mother-in-law were

treated as maid servants. The fathers and fathers-in-law also faced the same predicament. The

strongest in the family was acclaimed as its master. Only sons and brothers were recognized as

157



Intellectual Quest ISSN 2349-1949 | Vol-1, 2014

kiths and kins but no one was allowed to talk to the brothers of teachers. People used to deal with
relatives in a very unusual manner, as if they were unknown people. Men didn’t do anything

without prior direction of their wives™".

Brahmins, Khsatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras had given up their caste specific activities and
rituals. Evening prayers and wearing the sacred thread were not practiced. People from all the
varnas had become malechhas (outcastes) by forgetting their Sanskars. They had started reading
the books of the non-Hindus (Malechhas). The descendents of Brahmins, Khsatriyas and Vaishyas
served the Shudras. People from all the castes took up professions like cooking and sending
message from one place to another. They also worked like potters, loading things onto bullock
carts. People were treacherous and the lands were barren. Trees didn’t bear fruits, women didn’t
conceive, cows didn’t give milk and ghee wasn’t produced from milk*"". There was no bilateral
love and affection between wife and husband. Family holders were deprived of familial happiness.

Xviii

Kings were powerless and the subjects were overburdened with taxation™ . Ponds, rivers and
streams were dry without water. People from all the varnas were away from religious and pious
activities. The Samaritan was one among millions. Men, women and children were evil-minded,
foolish and handicapped. They used to speak foul things and did foul deeds. Some villages and
cities turned deserted and looked frightening. ** In some, slum dwellers used to live. In this way
both the villages and cities had transformed into jungles. These forest dwellers were fed up with
paying taxes. People used to cultivate crops in ponds and rivers. The harvest was also

discouraging. Even good lands didn’t yield well. The lower castes were acclaimed as the higher

class. The rich were the most powerful and were very arrogant™.

In Kaliyug descedents of good families were designated as low caste because of the inferior
quality of works they performed. Liars, cunning people and cheats were known as righteous people
and the sinners were called pious. Ill-mannered people were called well-behaved, lewds were
called ascetics and promiscuous women were called devoted wives (Patibratos). The violent were
called merciful. Thieves went on killing. Shrewd people used to blame and ridicule in the guise of
beggars. The worshippers of ghosts and spirits were popular. People who were superficially wise
were being worshipped. Men and women were dwarfish and sick™. Men lived for short periods

and suffered premature old age. Their hair turned grey at 16 and they became old at 20", Women
attained puberty and became pregnant at eight. One among thousand was infertile. People from all

varnas used to sell their daughters. Mothers, wives and daughters-in-law were busy in earning out
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of promiscuous habits. Men continued to earn their living out of the extra income of their

xxiii

daughters and sisters through their extra-marital relations

People used to commercialise the name of God, donated materials to enhance their name
and fame but took them back later on. Priesthood, Brahminhood and Gurukulahood (Teaching at
Gurukulas) had come to an end. Men had incestuous relationship with their daughters, mothers-in-
law, daughters-in-law and were ready to cohabit with anyone available. They didn’t even spare
their daughters, step mothers, wives of their brothers. Incest was widely prevalent in all the

XXiv

houses™"". Only mother was spared. The subjects did not have right to land and property™". Every
one was jealous of and murderous to one another. Descendents of Brahmins, Khsatriyas and
Vaishyas got involved in sinful acts. Brahmin descendents used to sell lac, iron, aluminium and
salt, load things onto the carts and cremate the dead bodies of Shudras. All categories of people
took food in the house of Shudras and cohabited with their wives. Brahmins (bipras) gave up
Panchayajnas and ate on amavashya (new moon) nights. They had also discarded the sacred
thread, forgot evening prayers and rituals*™*". Barren, money-minded and shrewd women used to
cook food in the kitchens of Brahmins. There were no regulations regarding diets, women and men
dwelling in ashrams. All were Malechhs™"". Trees used to be one hand tall and men used to be as
tall as thumbs™". At that time Kalki Bhagwan would take birth in the house of Brahmin
Bishnuyasha, with the attributes of Narayan. Sitting on a tall horse he would free the whole world
of the dominance of the malechhas within three nights with his long sword. Thereafter he would
disappear. Then anarchy would prevail all over the world, the thieves and dacoits would have their
day. There would be incessant rainfall for six nights and only water will be there all over the
world. Plants, animals and houses would submerge in water. After that twelve suns would rise
simultaneously and would dry up the whole world with their glaze. Then there would be the end

XXIX

of Kaliyug and Krityug would set in

At the beginning of Kaliyug religion got shrunk and weakened and was alive on one foot
only. In this age thieves, rogues and dacoits found a favourable environment. Some people were
engaged in doing evil works day and night. Some people, inspite of being frightened of evil deeds,
engaged in intercourse with others’ wives. Both the religious minded people and the evil doers
were equally frightened™". The number of people performing six vrats and religious rites was

quite negligible. Everyone was living in utter liberty, could do as he wished. Some rituals (taps)
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truth and pure religion (swargdhayak dharma) continued to exist as long as there were some pious

XXX1

people, some shastras (scriptures), and places of pilgrimage and village deities™".

In spite of being infested with all these evils, this age had one important attribute: there was
no sin at the mental level, there was only punya (goodness). With the disappearance of pilgrimage,
religion also got diluted. Just like the moon on a newmoon night, religion managed to survive

XXXii

somehow

Bhagwan continued to be in force on this earth for 10 thousand years during the Kaliyug
and it was during this period that idols, scriptures and puranas were being worshipped. Places of
pilgrimage like Ganga continued to be respected for 5 thousand years and village deities, Vedas of
scholars were there for two thousand five hundred years. By the end of Kaliyug, adharm (non-
religiousness) got consolidated. People of all the varnas got merged into one Varna (i.e. shudra)
il Now marriages were not performed with mantras. There was no place for truth and
forgiveness. Because of Gramyadharma, enjoyment of women by men, marriages depended on the
approval of women. Brahmins did not wear the sacred thread and tilakmark regularly and forgot to
perform evening prayers®*. People from all varnas violated social norms and ate together They
even started eating the forbidden food (abhaksya). Promiscuity went on increasing among
them™". The women were not devoted to their husbands. Being quarrelsome, they always

XXXV

humiliated their husbands and treated them just like their servants. The husbands were always

XXXVi

frightened of their wives™ . The women served sweets, meal, betel, clothes and sandal paste to

their paramours (upapati) but they didn’t even feed their poor husbands with good meals™"". The

XXXViil

sons used to humiliate their fathers and the disciples used to ridicule their gurus (teachers)

XXXiX

The Kings always oppressed their subjects by whom they were also being dethroned regularly

Indeed, people suffered a lot by the looters, thieves and rogues. All of them spoke a lot of
lies™. There were no good crops in the fields. Cows didn’t milk well. Ghee and butter couldn’t be
produced from milk*". Having been devoid of Shastras, evening prayers and sanctity, Brahmin’s
used bullocks to earn their living, worked as cooks in the houses of the Shudras, cremated their
dead bodies and remained infatuated with their wives. Similarly Shudras had illicit relations with
the Brahmins’ wives. Cooks and lewd Shudras usurped the wives of those Brahmin masters who
fed them™. Servants used to kill their masters to occupy their thrones™™. Women killed their
husbands to accept their paramours (upapatis) happily™". Sons disappeared after killing their

xlv

fathers™ . People were free, potbellied, diseaded, dirty, infected with badly uttered mantras and
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propagated false mantras™ . Gurus had no caste, were in a precarious condition and were

xlvii

blameworthy™"". The outsiders (malechhas) were the kings and were ready to destroy the

xlviii

intellectual achievements of sadhus (pious people)

Worshipping of deities and ancestors, paying respect to elders, Gurus, parents, Brahmins

xlix

and guests had come to an end. People were only in the service of their wives™ . The relatives of
women were respected and their dignity went on increasing day by dayl. People hailing from
higher castes became thieves and took away the property of Brahmins and deities. People
respected religions out of greed only". Anarchy and corruption was prevalent everywhere. People
were starving, dirty and poorm. The person in charge of the pot containing coins was called as the
President or Adhyasksya (king) and the persons, who were in possession of many such pots, were
Rajendras or the Chief Kinghﬁ. People were of the size of thumbs and trees were as small as plants
(sag). ™ Palms, coconuts and jack fruit were as small as mustard seeds and other fruits were
correspondingly smaller in size". There was acute shortage of waterpots, food and clothes at
homes. Deserts were being used as houses. Houses were stinking and full of darkness as there was
no light at all™. People were frightened of the sinners and wild animals. They ran after fruits and

women were quarrelsome. Both men and women were deformed and ugly looking. ™"

Sources of water like rivers, streams, ponds were devoid of lotus and the clouds were bereft

of water". Women were barren, lewd and used to live with their paramours. People cut down the

peepal trees. The number of trees got decreased. The trees were bereft of fruit and flowers. Even
the fruits were tasteless. Food and water also had no taste™. People were merciless and rude in
their words and irreligious in their behavior. A lot of people and animals died because of hot
weather and floods™. When the whole world would be devoid of living beings, the Satyayuga or

the age of righteousness would set in.
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