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Abstract

In simple words, development implies progress in social, economic, political and
technological aspects of life of human being. However, the current models of
development focus more on economic development. This has resulted in gross neglect of
the other aspects of social life. Particularly, the concepts of Development and human
rights are appearing to be antagonistic to each other. This is primarily due to the reason
that the various models of development followed so far failed in assuring human rights
for all. The fascination with the idea of economic development has overshadowed the
principles of equitable development and respect for human values and dignity.

This paper thus tries to review the major, issues and.challenges faced by India as
a nation in ensuring development with humanyights after 25 years of their declaration as
Human right. The author argues that thereus need to feinvent and focus on the interlink
ages between development and human frights. The models of development must have
human face and include human rights:approach jin them.

Introduction

Almost every human era has witnessed skewed development at the level of
regions nations, communities and at the level of different sections of society. The
fascination with the idea of economic development has overshadowed the principles of
equitable development and social inclusion of the weaker sections of society. The
development which respects nature and does not harm environmental and cultural setting
of any country is always desirable however, the models of development followed by
nation states have resulted in gross violation of human rights of all.

Development and Human rights are much debated topics today. Everyone wants
development and everyone also wants human rights to prevail. However, sadly, some
degree of violation of human rights is considered to be acceptable for development by
many countries of the world. The rising trends of open markets and globalization has led
such a kind of development to show its real face. The rising competition makes a
businessman and the nation states to care less for the weak, making the violations of
human rights inevitable. Therefore, those low in social strata are doomed to remain low
at economic, social and political level.
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Since there are two aspects of violation of human rights due to development, one
natural and other deliberate. What we find today is that unsustainable development has
resulted in more harm to the people than the unplanned development of the nations. Thus
establishing the valid question for coming generations like development for whom? and
development at what cost. ? What are the social costs of development etc?

Human Rights

The idea of Human rights became important after its formal declaration in the
form of UDHR by the world leaders after two world wars. Human rights are the basic
rights which every individual should possess simply by virtue of being human. They are
inalienable and universal rights. Universal declaration of Human rights in 1948 laid the
foundation of delineating the basic rights which must be included in the list of human
rights. UDHR was followed by International covenant for civil and political rights
(ICCPR) as well as International covenant on Economic and social rights ICESR in 1966.

Many of the thinkers in the world categorizesHuman rights into civil, political,
economic and social rights. They have als0~ decldred” that there have been three
generations of human rights. The first genefation consisted of civil and political rights,
conceived as freedom from state abuse. The seconddgeneration of human rights consisted
of economic, social and cultural rights.. The third generation consisted of solidarity rights
belonging to people and covering glébal concerns like development, environment,
humanitarian assistance, peacesCommunication and common heritage.

The cataloguing of humansfights into such next generation is appealing in its
simplicity. A general priority has been given to granting individual freedoms in 18"
century struggles of Europe and North America advancing social justice in 19" and 20™
century struggle against economic exploitation and to assigning rights and obligations to
the principal agents able to advance global public goods in the late 20™ century.

Since the world was divided over the primacy of civil, economic and political
rights and social and economic rights, two separate convents were created in the form of
ICESR and ICCPR in 1966.

The debate over the two covenants has not settled so far. Still the countries of the
world have started demanding their community rights such as Right of Development. In
1970s and 1980s Right to Development was introduced as one of the several rights
belonging to the third generation of human rights.
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However, the western nations have not been very enthusiastic over the idea. For
them it is an extra burden to help the poor and developing nations. The result of this lack
of interest and commitment to development is continuation of poverty, education. But it
is a reality that without the help of powerful developed nations, the right of development
cannot be within the reach of weaker countries of the world. The lukewarm response
also is also in concurrence with their lack of clarity and action on the protection of human
rights.

Right to Development

In contemporary society, the countries have long been divided into developed,
underdeveloped and developing countries. The definitions of development have greatly
focused on the industrial development and scientific advancement. This competition to
increase production led to massive use of technology. However, the technology transfer
was slow towards the developing nations. The unrest among the later led to the demand
for right to development.

The right to development was proclaimed ig/the”Declaration on the Right to
Development, adopted in 1986 by the United “Nations General Assembly (GA) in its
resolution 41/128. This right was re-affirmed n~”several instruments including the
declaration during Earth summit in_Rio“De Janerio in 992, the Vienna Declaration in
1993and the Millennium Declaration in-2Q00.

The crux of the right,to Development formally accepted in the UN General
Assembly in 1986 is given in Artiele’1.1 and 1.2 of the declaration.

“The right to development is an inalienable human right by virtue of which every
human person and all people are entitled to participate in, contribute to and enjoy
economic, social, cultural and political development, in which all human rights and
fundamental freedoms can be fully realized” ( Article 1.1

“The human right to development also implies the full realization of the right of
people to self-determination, which includes, subject to the relevant provisions of both
international covenants on Human rights, the exercise of their inalienable right to full
sovereignty over all their natural wealth and resources” (Article 1.2)

United Nations Mechanisms Dealing with the right to development

The intergovernmental working group on the Right to Development was
established in 1998. The working group meets once a year and reports to the Human
Rights Council( HRC) and the General Assembly. The purpose of these groups is to
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(a) monitor and review progress made in the promotion and implementation of the right
to development at the national and international levels, and further analyzing obstacles to
its full enjoyment...;

(b) to review reports and any other information submitted by States, United Nations
agencies, other relevant international organizations and non-governmental organizations
on the relationship between their activities and the right to development; and

(c) to present for the consideration of the HRC a sessional report on its deliberations,
including advice to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) with regard to the implementation of the right to development, At the
request of the Working Group, a high-level task force proposed a set of criteria and
corresponding operational procedure for the implementation of the right to development.

Development as Human Rights

Development ha long been understood and recognized as a necessity and right of
every nation. However, a lot has been written to find out, negate and sometimes to
redefine relation between development and human kights. The central questions raised in
these discussions are two whether development,ean place™without the violation of human
rights of individuals? The other question whieh is deeper perhaps, when it is asked
whether human rights, if given to all wilktesult intdevelopment. However, this seems to
be clear from the experience of the nations that delay or lack of development in any area
should not be the excuse for denial 6 humarerights to the people.

Lately, Development and human rights have been understood as coterminous. The
Millennium Development goals as well as Universal declaration of lluman Rights seem
to have a lot in common forsmany academicians. The right to development was
recognised as a human right by United Nations in 1986. Various UNDP reports on
development after 1990 focus on human centric development. It is also desired that the
development should benefit all sections of the society especially the weaker sections.
However, the inequality and hegemony continue to dominate the present state of nations
and individuals even after 30 years of this event. Similarly, we have spent more than 60
years when UDHR was signed in 1948 and more than 10 years have passed that the
Millenium Development Goals were set for the humanity.

The new era of debates on development calls for human centric development.
Various UN reports on Development after 1990 focus on human centric development. A
human rights- based approach to development includes; popular participation, non
discrimination, empowerment of the poorest and most disadvantaged groups, clear
connection between duties and responsibilities, along with a comprehensive and
integrated vision of development process. Thus there is general acceptance that every one
deserves the human rights and minimal dignity.
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Development and Human Rights: Establishing the interlinkages

It is evident that Human rights are nothing if they do not incorporate the rights of
communities and groups to develop. The concept and right to development includes the
right to housing, education. hospitals and development of basic infrastructure. Similarly,
the development if it is only economic and does not care for human rights is of no use.
There can be development without violation of human rights. Thus basically
Development and Human rights are complementary to each other. In order to establish
their interlinkage, we can compare Universal Declaration of Human rights with the
Millenium Development Goals set by the UN.

UDHR & MDG: Congruence

As described earlier, Universal Declaration of Human rights lists the civil, political,
economic, social and cultural rights which every individual must get. This was the first
elaborative list of minimal rights. This promised right to life, liberty, schooling, housing,
right against arbitrary arrest and double punishment, right to marry or have family. These
declarations though appearing very lofty could pot be mplemented full, because of lack
of legal binding. No targets were set up.

Millenium Development Goals include

Goal 1 Eradicate Extrenie Poverty &Hunger

Goal 2 Achieve Universal Primary Education

Goal 3 Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
Goal 4 Reduce Child Mortality

Goal 5 Improve Maternal Health

Goal 6 Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases
Goal 7 Ensure Environmental Sustainability

Goal 8 Develop a global partnership for Development

Thus the objectives of MDG and UDHK are comparable. Human rights are
essential to achieving and sustaining development. The link between human rights, good
governance and development has been recognized in the Millennium Declaration adopted
in 2000 by leaders of the countries of the world.

Soon it became clear that it is very difficult to achieve the objectives of ensuring
human freedom and well being with dignity for all if the Millenium Development Goals
are pursued in isolation from human rights. The goals of both the declarations are
betterment of mankind, hence
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the jargon should not divert the attention of the world community that while some
countries are on track to reaching a few of these Goals, billions of people are still trapped
in extreme poverty. Yet, even in countries scoring major successes, large disparities still
persist. Poverty and deprivation is often exacerbated by poor governance and multiple
deprivations of human rights.

Together, many a times, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Right to
Development and The Millennium Development Goals have both been dubbed as ideals
and non-achievable, the trio has raised the consciousness of many in world community.
Some success has been made. Now it is time to rethink the priorities the world should
have. The 2015 deadline to achieve the Millennium Development Goals is almost over,
now it is essential to renew our commitment to a human rights-based development
approach. The targets of reducing global hunger, increasing primary education and health
facilities have not been achieved fully. The systems of governance and political
institutions in the nation states must have these development goals as their agenda for
governance.

Despite all its aberrations, Development s recognized as goal of mankind.
Similarly, theoretically there is acceptance in the worldsthat everyone must have some
human rights and a minimal level of dignity. Jt'is believed that development will result in
provision of human rights for all and a development which cannot ensure human rights
for the people acting as targets of development is of no use.

Conclusion

The congruence of Development, and/Human rights has already been accepted by UN and
various international agencies. The interconnection was formally recognized when
Development was formally accepted as Human rights in 1986. However, mere
declaration of Development as Human Right will not result in its provision to all. More
than 50 years have passed since the Universal Declaration on Human Rights was made,
25 years have already passed in the declaration on Right to Development and we know
15 year targets set by the world community in the form of Millennium Development
Goals will be over soon. But the violations of rights of powerless by the powerfui still
continue. It can only be protected only by serious and combined efforts of all. The role of
governments does not end with just in not interfering into the freedoms and dignity of its
citizens but they have to act as a custodian of their human rights. The affirmative and
positive action is required by the government both within their territories and outside
their territories. Only this will ensure development for all without violation of human
rights.
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